| HANDLER, Miniſter at 


Bath. 


Oath 45 Sedan Of F 


* E 2 Y 
ao . * — * 4 ** __—— CO N * 
— _— _—_— s 4 * 
= — — , = a — _ — * n a... —— 
A * " . 8 Y 2 % —_ — — — 
— 


8 N 


Che Second Editton, cores ed. 


I:. Nunquam de Dogmatibus diſſeruit Chriſtus, ſed ſepe &. ubique, 
"7 = 3 20Þ ; 22820 ſemper de vi li Sinceritaie. 8 WY 


„ od 


= 9 


"i * 


; 1 
Bo, « . yp 6 s . ö 
PEA * WA — 3 | 2 91 
28 8 3 * 
* 


at. 23. 23. Mo unto i 
for je pay Tyth of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, aud have 
omitted the weightier Matters of the Loy — © 
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Romans XIV. xvii. 
+ . Ne i Haspel as Os grüne 3 ing. 
HFPor the Kingdom of GO D # not Meat and Drink: 


{HE Decay of Holy Zeal for Practical Godlineſs, and 
'T its woful Degenerating into an Uncharitable Factious 

. Contending for little Notions, and the diſputable Ap- 
| pendages of Religion, is too too viſible every where, Aud of 

1 ſuch ſcandalous Aſpect, and deſtructive Tendency is it, that it 


* 
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deſerves to be lamented with (if it were poſſible) Tears of 
Blood. And the Cure of this Diſtemper (raging amongſt all 
ſorts) to be attended unto with the moſt Speedy, Skilful, and 
Induſtrious Application. This is my Serious Thought, and the 
reaſon of my pitching upon this Text, as the Foundation of the 
Preſent, and ſome following Diſcourſes. * 
Which Text I purpoſe, with God's Help, to manage with 
the beſt of my Skill, and with all poſſible Faithfulneſs and Im- 
partiality for the aforeſaid End ; not caring whether I do hereby. 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe Men, ſo I may but be approv'd of God, as. 
one that hath taken the proper Method to Build his Kingdom in 
the World, and particularly in this Town., 

IA T ſhall endeavour to acquaint you with the Occaſion and Senſe: 
of the Words, that I may clear my way for railing the Doctrine 
that I iatend more largely to proſecute. : He 

The Occafion of theſe Words (as of the whole Chapter, which 


is one continued Argument) was this 

Many of the Jews being, by the Doctrine and Miracles of- 
the Apoſtles, convinced that Jeſas was the Promiſed. Meſſiah, 

Believed in Him, and became Chriſtians. but as yet not under- 
ſtanding the full Deſign of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, miſtaking the 

Nature and Uſe of. the Moſaick Diſpenſation, and poſlibly miſun- - 

derſtanding the Words in the Old Teſtament, ſignifying the long, 

Duration of that Heonomy, for. Perpetuity, as the God meant. 
by them that it ſhould be continued to the End of the World 
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they concluded that their Believing in Chriſt was no Difingage- 
ment from Judaiſa, but thought they were as much oblig'd to 
obſerve the Law of Moſer (even the Ceremonial) as ever. They 
looked not on the Chriſtian Iuſtitution as what was now to ſuc- 
ceed in the room and place of Judaiſu, to be laid aſide, but as 
a Supplement to it with which it was to be continued, ſuppoſing 
„they ſhould be never the worſe Chriſtians for their Obſervation of 
the Jewiſh Rituals. : 
| Nay, they not only. ſtuck themſelves to the Ceremonial Law, 
but alſo took upon them to oblige the Gentile Converts to the 
| ſame thing, Ad, 15, 5. But there roſe up certain of the SeF of the 
Phariſees which believed, ſaying, That it was needful to circumciſe 
| them, and to command them to keep the Law of Moſes, 
The Gentiles having never been under Moſes's Law as ſuch, 
| nor apprehending any Obligation upon them now to come under 
it, took no notice of what the Fews ſaid in Vindication of their 
Superſtition, but ſtack to their Liberty, and were as fond of it as 
the other were of their Burdenſome Ike. 
This occaſion'd uncharitable Contentions amongſt the two 
Parties, rais d Diſputes and Quarrellings, put em upon Deſpiſing 
and Judging of one another, as is intimated by the Prohibition, ver. 
3. Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him that eateh not; and let not hin: 
which eateth not judge him that eateth, The Gentile Nations ate all 
Meats, even thoſe forbidden by the Ceremonial Law, and looked 
upon the Jew as a ſcrupulous hamonrſome Fool, for making a 
Difference. | 
The Jewiſh Chriſtian (or el Jew) regarding the Injuncti- 
ons and Prohibitions of the Ceremonial Law, ate but ſuch Meats 
as that allow'd; religionſly refuſing the reſt, june teh Gentile 
Chriftian as an ungodly Sinner, for his Violation of Moſes's Law, 
and ſhunn'd his Communion, as a Prophane and Unholy Perſon, 
as is intimated, ver. t. e 5 
To Compoſe theſe Differences, and perſwade theſe two differ- 
ing Parties of Chriſtians to Friendly Converſation and Chriſtian 
Communion, the Apoltle ſpends this whole Chapter, out of 
which I have taken my Text, and the ſeven firſt Verſes of the 
following Chapter. | i e 
He maketh uſe of many Arguments to perſwade theſe Contend- 
ers to an Accommodation z that which my Text affords is the 
comparative Trivialneſs of the Things that were the Matter of 
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Debate ; they were ſuch as that Mens Opinions and practices 
about them contributed next to DOING: to the Promoting of God's - 
Kingdom in the World 
Perſons of different, yea, e jan and practice, 
with reſpect to them, may be both good and acceptable Subjects 
of the King of Heaven ; both may be under the Power of Grace 
here, and dwell in Glory together hereafter. ' And; on the other 
Hand Perſons of both Perfwafions may be deſtitute of 'Grace, and 
miſs of Glory, ho ſtrict ſoever they be in their Practice, 
with reſpect to the Matters in Diſpute Betwnt chem. For the 
Kingdom, &c. 9. d. Theſe things commend us not to God, for 
neither if we eat are we the better, neither if we eat not arc 
we the worſe, 1 Cor. 8. 8. It is not a Perſwafion one way or 
other, about theſe leſſer Matters, that beſpeaks Perſons govern'd 
by the Spirit of Chriſt,” or entitled unto, or fit for Heaven. By 
Meat and Drink are Synecdoohically comprehended all other Things 
of like Nature that were then contelivd: And when tis faid, 
Theſe are not the Kingdom of God, the Expreſſion is Metonymical, 
| ſignifying that they contribute next to nothing, if any thing 
at all, either to the Building or Deſtroying of the Kingdom © 
God amongſt Men. And therefore twas ſinful Folly cy either 
Party to be ſo Hot and Eager in their Diſputes about them, and 
fo diſaffected to each other, upon Account of a different "_— 
and Practice, with reſpect to them; 5 this f is the Sener 3 

The Text hath two Parts; A FL ego 

Negatives; Kife bit Saen off Proper ee e 

A Pofttive. | 

1. A Negative. The King Fl f God: is not Meu at "Drink. 
The Defign of which is to DO vet our making a Miſtake about 
the things that render us, through Chriſt, acceptable to God. 

2. A Poſitive, But Riehteonſmeſs and Peace, &c. | 

The former ſtops up a by- path to prevent our ſtray ing in the 
way of Sin and Ruine, the latter directs us in the true way to 
Preſent and Future Happineſs. 

I begin with the Negative Part, The Kingdom of God is not 
Meat and Drink; which affords us this uſeful and ſeafonable 
Doctrine, ſc. A Zeal for the leſſer Matters of Religion conduceth 
na to the promoting of the Kingdom of God in our felves 
or others. 


In an of this Point I ſhall obſerve this Method, /e. 
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1. I shall endeavour to prevent your making of Miſta kes, as 
to the Meaning of it. 1 I- ⁰,jui z oe ode 
2. L ſhall give you the true Senſe and Meaning of it, and prove 
JJ Tr on nov 3a9Hkb to. 5107; 35] 
3. Make Application. Führer oj B2agter tt 
J. I ſhall endeavour to prevent, &. But fitſt I will lay down 
*this Preliminary Propoſition, /c. There are greater, and there are 
leſſer Matters in Religion. 4 that is in the Chriſtian Inſtitu. 
tion taught and enjoynd, is not egually neceſſaty to he known 
and practiſed by us, iq order to Our acceptable ſerving of the 
'Redeemer here, or our comfortable appearing before Him in 
another World. There are ſome things upon account of whick. 
Men are more valuable in God's Egimation,: than they are upon 
the account of others; and; there are things that do more vaſtly. 
advantage our Souls, improve our Naures, and promote our 
Felicity, than others. In a Word, there are Doctrines and Pre- 
-Cepts that mut be known and obſerv d, or we cannot be Happy, 
and there are ſuch, which tho' we be ignorant of them (and 
conſequently do not deſignediy addreſs our ſel ves to the Obſer- 
vation of them) we may yet be Happy. The Precepts that 
may-juſtly be reckoned and called the greater and weightier, are 
c er 
Internal, Moral Rectitude, which is our neceſſary ſubjective Ca- 
pacity for Converſe with the Glorious Ot. 
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Serious Application to the Lord Jeſus as the only Saviour. 

Such as reſpect the Eſſence and Subſtance of Chriſtian Religion, 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs, as direct more immedi- 
ately to Holy Practice, as are clearly and plainly. delivered, 


and as are of .conſtant and perpetual Obligation and Uſe, . 

The leſſer Precepts are ſuch as direct about the Ornamental 
Accidents of External Worſhip, gg 

Such whereof the Knowledge is not abſolutely neceſſary to 
'Salvation. | J bar dere, 
Such as direct unto Duties of meer poſitive Inſtitution, and 
as are but darkly and obſcurely delivered, and not at all Times, 
or in all Caſes obliging. Wel 20 161 ie K one 
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That theſe two ſorts of Precepts may be thus diſtinguiſhed 
into greater and leſſer, that is more and lefs neceſſary, is evident. 
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as by the Lrprefs Teltimony of Holy Seripture, fo from this Con- 
ſideratian following, ſc. were it otherwiſe, one of the Two fol- 
lowing Abſurdities muſt be granted. 1. Either that the Obſer- 
vation 6fn6thinig!in the Chriſtian Religion was neceſſary to Sal- 
vation: Or; 2. That ſo much was neceſſary that no Man coul 
be Saved. For there's not a Man upon the Earth, that pers 
fectly knows Al the ſeveral Precepts that are couched and inti- 
mated in / ktſe pre gnatit Stile of Holy Scripture, together with them 
rhat lie upoß che Serface of the Text obvious to the moſt care- 
leſs Eye ; and no Man can defignedly”addreſs himſelf to obſerve 
thoſe Precepts that hie knows not. Bus we know but in part, 1 Cor. 
13:2” The'wiſet Mars Knowledge is here neceſſarily imperfect. 
and therefore his Obediet cannot be otherwiſe ; where fore it 
irrefragably follows, that all Things enjoyn'd in Holy Scripture, 
art not equally rieceffafy'; wherefore' the Diſtinction aboveſaid is 
„ /d b Bd t wands 
"Now when I ſay, that a Zeal for theſe leſſer Matters conduceth 
nothing to the promoting of the Kingdom of God in our ſelves, or 
others, neither of theſe Things immediately following is intended. 
1. That theſe leſſer Things are utterly uſeleſs: Or, | 
2. That any Man hath a Licenſe to be ignorant of them, that 
hath Capacity and Opportunity to ſtudy them. | 
3. That any Man may, without Sin, a& contrary to his Per- 
ſwaſion with reſpe& to them: .. ; 
"47 That a Man may not, in any Caſe, give to another his Senfe 
and Opinion about them: or. ee 
J. That a Man may profeſs, aſſent to what he knows to be falſly 
affirmed, or approve as good what he knows to be badly enjoyn'd 
by Men, with reſpe& to them, that he might avoid Perſecution. 
Neither of theſe Five Things is intended; for all the Scripture 
being given by Divine Inſpiration, every Part of it is profitable, 
eicher for Doctrine, or Reproof, or Correction, or Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 3. 16. And every Man ought to acquaint 
himſelf with the whole Book of God, for his own and others 
good, as he hath Capacity and Opportunity, he being the moſt 
perfect Chriſtian who is moſt perfectſy acquainted with, and con- 
formed to that bleſſed Rule of Holy Perfection. 
Not can any Man act contrary to the Dictates of a well inform- 
dd Conſcience,” even iu . of Religion, without — ; 


i. 


f reſpect unto theſe Matters, 
his Life by thoſe Methods th 


a 
and 1 * our Lord ſaith, Mat, 3. 19. HWhofhener: Bell bes * 


ane of the leaſt Commandments, and: ſhall teach Alen oh, ve 4e | 
called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heauen. en 


Moreover, a Chriſtian may ſafely: give his 2 about theſe 4 
# 


er Matters, when he is asked by a Perſon that deſires to know 
his own Direction, and not for contentious Cavilling. 


And undoubtedly, he that profeſſeth Aſſent to Ka bee 
nd profeſſeth Approbation of that whieh he knows to be evil, with 


avoid Perſecution, is ſeeking to ſave 


tendto Eternal Death, Mat. 10. 39. 
Having thus endeavoured to prevent your miſtaking the Senſe 


of the Dodtrine, come now to lk you. ere "Oe 1 wh in 
tend by it. 8 


And 8 Things e 
1. That Mens employing their Gifts anfl, Parts, 8 4 


their Time chiefly in the Defence of their Notions and Apprehen- 


fions about theſe Rs renders ham: never * 0 e. | 
bis unto. God. Nor, 
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3. Are the. Souls of others, | hereby ſerve Fe Nor, "kg. . 5 


ke n 5 N | 

God accepteth or refuſeth no Man, upon e of 1 tte 
Things as are (in a comparative Senſe at leaſt) the Diſputable Cir- 
cumſtances of Religion. He accepteth holy Souls of different Ap- 
prehenſions about them, Rom. 14.18. For be that in theſe things 
ferveth Cbriſt, it acceptable to God—— i. e. Which Way ſoe ver he 
inclines with reſpect to the Matters iu Debate: God re jecteth an 
Hypoeritical, Unholy. Unregenerate Profeſſor, of what, Party, 
Opinion, or Denomination, ſoever he be. If he be Orthodox as 
to theſe little Things, it matters not; For Circumciſion is nothing. 
and Ducircuauciſion is nothing, but the keeping of the Commandments of 
God, 1 Cor. 7. 19. Wherefore Mens 2 of theſe ſmaller 
Matters, their eager, Diſputes about them, their conſuming their 
Time in the Study and Defence of them, with the Neglect of Mat- 
ters of greater Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs, cannot (by ſober Perſons 
be thought what will recommend them to the Wiſe and Holy God, 
50 as He made Men capable of er 1000 better Stud ies, eib | 
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a! 
they em W them. For che filler Proof of 
is Ser Jer it be cc that God taketh no Delight 
in Fools or Hypocrites. "OY 
1. Not in Fools. He hath no oledfure'? in Fool, Feel. 5 © Put e 
Men that are zealous for the ſmaller Matters, whilſt they neglect 
Things of greater Importance, are Fools. J Fools, ſaid our Sa- 
* — to the Phariſees, whoſe Character (by Him given) was, That 
Hibel Mint, Anniſe and Cummin, — megleFed the weighticy 
Matter of the La. ad wk a 
Mien of this Kidney, (eſpecially if Boy be ſucceſsful in their lit- 
445 Factious Attempts) _ ready to account themſelves wiſe, and 
_ thoſe of their Party ate ee prone (too prodigally) to applaud 
them as uch. bey Fools. He's a N Foo! that, being in a 
leaky Ship, minds the painting of his particular Cabbin, more than 
the ſtopping of the Leak that endangers the whole Ship. And 
hat is he better that ſpends his Time in the Purſuit of thoſe + 
Things that ſerve only for the recommending his particular No- 
tions, and neglecks to ptomote that Praftic-Godlineſs m the 
World; the general Decay of which threatens'the whole Chriſti- 
an intereſt >: He's a Fool that being fick of the Plague, flights the 
Advice of an Able Faithful Phyfician,” becaufe he ſpeaks not the 
Dialect or Idiom of his particular Ooumty, or had not his Licenſe 
granted him by ſuch a particular College of Phyficians. And hes 
a fur worſe Fool, that being a ſinful Creuture refuſeth the Help 
of charitable skilful Chriſtians or Viniſters, becatſe they are not 
in all Things of his Mind in leſſer Matters of Religion, and that 
confines his Addrefles for Help to Perſons (it may be far leſs skil- 
ful) of his own Opinion and Party. How weil pleaſed" ſoever 
ſuch Perſons may be with their Folly; "tis utterly-unreaſonable and | 
impious to expect that God will I himſelf altogether fuch an 
one as themſelves. 
2. God taketh no Delight il y This is mianifeſt from 
the terrible Denunciation of Wrath grit the une 
the Account of 'Hypocrites amongſt them, Ifa. 9. 1 
Lord ſball have no joy in their young Men, "neither | 
an their' Fatherleſs and Widows: FO R every ont #' an 
And from our Saviour's oft repeated Woe thundred Gut 288 ſ wall, 
Mat. 23. But ſuch as are chiefly concern'd for the lefler Matters 
2 7 Hoh „ e by Chriſt's — — 
; iſee... 


"Fi 12 1 58 | 
- Phariſees (whoſe-grand Fault this was) ſo dſt with this Name, Ve 
unto ou. Foribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; Woe urto yon xSeribes. m 
Phariſees, Hypocrites, no leſs than Seven Times in that Chaptef !“ 
And is not he an Hy pocrite that plays with Religion?: And doth * 
not he play with Religion that ſpends his Fervour and Vigour 
about the Appendages and Cireumſtantials of it, whilſt the great 
and weighty Matters are neglected ? i 
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(2. Men do not hereby better their own Spirits. I fay not that 
Men do not hereby pleaſe themſelves by gratifying their wanton 
Pancies, and magnifying, their idolized Friends. I queſtion not 
but ſuch fooliſh Zealots are as well pleaſed with theſe their Child- 
iſh Impertinencies, as their Children are with their: Jointed Babies 
and Hobby -Horſes. But their /LaughtF is mad, and their Mirth 
what doth it > Certain it is, that their Souls are not improved by 
the exceſſtve Study and Purſuit of thoſe Things, there is no Ap- 
titude to promote ſuch a Thing. I mean when ſought! and pur- 
ſu'd with the Neglect of the Life of Religion. What will a Mas 
Orthodoxnefs; with reſpect unte the Doctrine of the Externals; 
the Modes and Cireumſtances of. Worſhip, contribure to the heal 
ing of his Pride, Paſſion, or Worldlineſs, or any other Diſtemper 
| of his Mind; if he be continually diverted from a cloſe Application 
| of the Specificks that the wiſe and good Fhyſician of Souls hath 
prepared for the Cure of ſuehl and ſuch Diſtempers? If a Man that 
hath a Tertian Ague,; ſhould eont inually ſpend his Time in ſtud y. 
| ing in what Vehicle ſack; à Medicine for his Diſtemper ſhould be 
| taken in, and when he: hath fixed his Determination, ſhould ſpend 
the reſt of his Tume in endeavouring to bring over his Neighbours 
that are other wiſe / minded to his Opinion, would this cure his 
Diſtemper (think yon) tho he! ne vet applied the proper Medicine 
nnen ert nt e ted: e int 
To Apply it. May not a Man be right as to the particular (leſs 
Principal). Thing he kontends for, and yet as Proud, Contentious, 
Turbulent, Selfiſh,” Uncharitable; and Unrighteous as evet? If a2 
Man be in Hengzt noitrue: Chriſtian, will his ſticking; to, and con- | 
tending for ſuch Things make him one? I he be a weak languiſh- Boa 
ing: Chriſtian, will this revive: the Power of Religion in his Soulà 
Yea rather, will it not put out the few Sparks that are left? 
( 3.) Men do act hereby ſerve the Souls of others, whom hy 
theſe. Methods they would Proſelyte to their nn 4 
on AG 9 4 3 ere. 
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e are amobgſt all. Parties of · Chriftians in this Nation Some 
ateßct in this Matter with that unwearied Induſtry, and re joyce 
eir Succeſs with ſach an Air of Complacence, as if they were 
this Matter as narrow of their Charity as the Romaniir, and 
counted none good Chriſtians but thoſe of their on Party; they 

act as if there was nothing required of Men in Order to Salvat ion, 
but ſubſcribing their Canons, ſubjecting themſelves. to their parti- 
cular Modes of Worſhip, and walking with them in their Way. 

Hut as ſuch an Imagination. is altogether groundleſs, and very ab- 

furd, ſo thoſe are moſt wretchedly impos d upon, that ſuffer them- 
felves to be captivated by it. And. Iwill confidently aſſert, That 
there is nothing in the Pure, moſt Orthodox; and Apel 
Party of Proteſtants which the other Parties have not, to make 
amends for ſuch a Deception. If any Man ſhould be told by a 
Leader of any Party of Proteſtants, That if he will be a good Chri- 
ſtian, pleaſe God, and go to Heaven when he dies, he muſt be one 
of. them; he muſt ſubſeribe their Ganons, follow their Directory, 
take their Church- Covenant, he muſt Pray by a Book, he muſt 
not Pray by a Book, he. muſt· go to the Pariſh-· Church, he muſt go 
to Meeting, to this Meeting, to that Meeting; I ſay, whoſoever 
talk at this Rate, do miſerably deceive thoſe that they perſwade: 
Nor have they any Thing in their Communion, which other Soci- - 
eties have not, to make their deluded Proſelites amends. Nay, ſo 
far is this induſtrious Proſelyting: of. Men to a particular Opinion 
from being a Piece of Service to Souls, that tis a manifeſt Injury to 
them, as it fills the Chriſtian World with wofal-Schiſms, diverts 
from the more important Duties of Chriſtian Religion, as it ſtum- 
bles the Ignorant, and mn the Profen in Annen, of / 
all. Religion. 1 
(4.) God's een is not 1 nor his Hoa and Glory - 
| promoted by ſuch a Courſe. Men may thus People their reſpective 
Aſſemblies, and encreaſe the Number of Votaries to their particn- 
lar Faction or Party, but not one good Subject is or can be hereby *. 4 
added to the King of Saints. Men may, hereby diſhoneſtly act 
the Societies of Chriſtians differips: from them in their Opinion 
about theſe leſſer Matters, and weaken their Hands by enticing their 


uſeful Friends from them, but not a Soul can they by this Method 
bring from the Power of Satan into the Kingdom of God, it hath 


not the W Aids reine to produce node an a. 


[| Kingdom of God 


TJ] 3 
For. the Perſons ſuch Sticklers would by this Method gain 6ver to 
their Party, are either good or bad, now which ſoever be affirmed 
the Matter comes all to one. If he be a bad Man, deſtitute of the 
ſaving Grace of God, he is never the leſs ſo for eſpouſing the O- 
nions, and conforming himſeif to the Cuſtoms and U ſages of this 
or that Party. If he keep his vicious Habits, and remain an im 
penitent Unbeliever, he is a bad Man till, with which Party ſo- 
ever of Chriſtians he ſides. If he falls in with the Conformiſts, 
he is a wicked Man notwithſtanding ; if he ſhould thence be got- 

ten over to the Presbyterians, he is a wicked Man ſtill; if he ſhould 
remove his Tabernacle and pitch amongſt the Independents, he is a 
wicked Man nevertheleſs: And let him change his' Aﬀociates as 
Often as he will, tho? he ſhould happen at laſt to light upon the 
Truth, as to Matters in Controverſy, tho he ſhould join with the 
moſt Orthodox and ſtrict Party, tho he ſhould really and in Truth 
be of the ſame Mind with them, as to their diſtingniſhing Opinions 
aud Modes of Worfhip, tho' he ſhould have and manifeſt a Zeal 
forthem, yet he is a wicked Man nevertheleſs, and no more the 
Hearty and Loyal Subject of the Redeemer than he was before; 
For Circumciſion is nothing, and Ducircumciſion in nothing, but the 
Keeping the Commandments of God, 1 Cor. 7. 19. . | 
'Tis not Conformity or Non · Conformity, tis not the eſpouſing 
the Intereſt of Dioceſan Epilcopacy, Presbyterianiſm, Independen- 
cy or Anabaptiſtry, that will make a good Man of a bad. This will 
not contribute any Thing to the Changing a Slave of Satan into a 
Freeman of Chriſt ; wherefore tis manifeſt that FaFrons Zealots 
are not at all ſerviceable to the Intereſt of God, by gaining over 
bad Men to their Party. be WE TOY; ee 
But it may be ſome will ſay, If the Perſon gain'd be a good 
Man, the Caſe (ſure) is alter'd ; if he be brought from a leſs pure 
to a more pure Way of Worſhip, this (doubtleſs) promotes the 


I anſwer; Firſt remember that my Diſcourſe is confin'd to the 
Matters controverted by Proteſtants, who ſeverally and jointly 
hold to and "practiſe the more neceſſary and important Matters of 

Faith and Worſhip. Now I ſay, it muſt be granted, that all De- 

viations from the Rule of the Word in the Worſhip of God, are 

Sins, and every Sin is more or leſs obſtructive of the Kingdom of 

Oed: It muſt alſo be acknowledged, that convincing vo — __ 

N iſtakes, 
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Miſtakes, and reclaiming them from their -Icregularities in the: 
Worſhip of Gad, is both Charitable and Pious, It is a friendly 
Offiee performed for the Soul of our Neighbour, and an AQ of 
Service to the King of Heaven. All this is readily granted. Yet. 
notwithſtanding, it may be ſafely affirm'd that the Kingdom of God 
is not ſerved by Perſons ſpending their Zeal about ſeſſer Matters. 
For when Perſons lay a greater Streſs 1 them than their Nature 
. requires, when they talk of them as if they were the only, er chief 
and principal Things in Religion to be minded, defpiſing, of judge 
ing and ſeparating from thoſe that differ from them in their Opi- 
nions and Practices, with reſpe& to them: I ay, when it is thus 
(and this is the Caſe I have all along intended) tho, theſe, Men 
ſnould be in the right, yet if they endeavour to imprint their 
Image upon the Perſons they would inſtru&, and if they are fac-- 
ceſsful as to the whole of their Deſign, tis certain that they do- 
more Hurt than Good: For, tho' it be yielded that they are fervi- 
ceable to thoſe they Proſelyte, as they correct their Miſtakes, and 
guide them into the Way of Truth, yet in as much as at the fame 
Time they cheriſh and nouriſh in them Factions, Dividing, Uncha-- 
ritable, Turbulent Inclinations, tis manifeſt, that inſtead of mak- 
ing them better Subjects to the King of Heaven, they make them 
much worſe than they were. Such Mens new acquired Light hav- 
ing too much Brimſtone in it, ſerves but to ſire them, and all about 
them. What tho' they are in ſome little Thing more Orthodox 
and Regular than they were before, if withal they grow conceited 
and proud, pragmatical and cenſorious, ſchiſmatical and turbulent ;; 
if with the Increaſe of their Light there be a Decreaſe of their 
Love, Humility and Peaceableneſs, they are no more better d than 
Men are happily relieved againſt the Darkneſs of the Night, by the 
Light that comes from their fred Houſes. Such a zealous promot- 
ing of Opinion may ſpoil Chriſt's good Subjects, but it cannot mend 
them. Moreover, the Hononr and Glory of God is not promoted 
by ſuch a Courſe. God is then glority'd by us, when in our Lives 
we ſhew by ſome ſignificant Actions, that our Souls are impreſs d 
with the Likeneſs of the Divine Perfections; as Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, & c. I ſay, when by wiſe, holy, juſt and good 
Actions, we ſnew to the World that our Souls are ſtamped with the 
Likeneſs of the Divine Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs, 
then we may be (aid to gloriſie God in the World— But is a bukie,, 
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1. There ſhould be an Harmony in Affection amônglt thoſe * 
tween whom there is a Difference in Opinion.” 

2. Uniformity in e is not neceflary to the Filing 
* Chriſtianity. 2 
1 A further Union amongſt Proteſtantr ĩs Heb defirable. 
| 4. Tis no Sin for à Chriſtian in ſome Caſes” to 'conceal this” 


. Often. Of theſe in order. 

0 | 1. There ſhould be an Harmony „e. Or Or thus,” Chrittians of. 

|  -.different Sentiments and Practices, Wide reſpect unto the leſſer Mat- 

| ters of Religion, ſhould unfeignedly and affeivnatelyTove'one the . 
| Other; their little Differings ſhould not occaſion the abating of their 

| | mutual Love. God loves them all, and therefore they ſhould 1ove 

1 one another. Thus the Apoſtle himſelf improves this Doctrine, 

| Rom. 15. 5. Now the God of Patience, and conſolation, grant you to 


FT beilike minded, Jan ue 1 are pere. This Expreſſion i is Tometimes 

4 uſed to ſi ignific* Agreement” in Opinion and Judgment; bat here (I 
1 take it) tis put to ſi gniffe Union and Affection; as the fame Ex- 
} preſſion is uſed, Phil.” 2,2. Fulfil ye my' joy, that ye be like mind- 

| £4, t! the fame 1ode — And the whole Context ſeems to fa- 

vour 
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Four this Interpretation; for the Deſign of the Apoſtle throughout 
the Fourteenth Chapter, ſeems plainly to be the begetting a good 
Underſtanding amongſt the contending Chriſtizns of his Time, to 
perſwade them to bear with, be-friendly, and kind, and loving one 
to. another: And therefore tis very allowable to ſuppoſe, that in 
the cloſe. of his Diſcourſe upon this Subject, he doth by this Ex- 
preſſion intend the ſume Thing; eſpecially ſeeing tis manifeſt that 
the Words are to be ſo underſtood in that, Phil. 2. 2. and that the 
very laſt Words the Apoſtle ſpends upon this Argument ars theſe, 
fe. Wherefore receive ye one another as Chriſt alſo received ws to the glory 
af God, Ver. 7. And Sirs, what hinders that Chriſtians of different 
Opinions and Perſwaſions about leſſer Matters, love not one another 
better? Seeing the Things they differ about are not Things of great 
Weight, or flat Neceſſity, ſeeing the Intereſt of God ſuffers not by 
the Variety of Mens Opinions about them, ſeeing God doth not va- 
lue or flight Men upon Account of them, ſeeing both Parties may 
be acceptable to God, why ſhould they not love one another > Why 
ſhould they not in Honour prefer one another? Why ſhould they 
not have good Thoughts one of another? True it is, Men cannot 
think or believe as they liſt, or as their Neighbours and Friends 
would have them, but one would think they ſhould love according 
to their Saviour's Command and Example: He loves all the pious 
and good, whether Conformiſts or Non-Conformiſts, Church-men or 
Diſſenters, Presbyterian or Independent, or whatever Fool's Coat of 
Diſtinction their uncharitable envious; Neighbours put upon them. 
He by his Apoſtle commends a Catholick Love, or a Love to Al 
the Saints, Eph. 1. 15. Wherefore tis a hard Caſe if Chriſtians 
of different Opinions cannot love one another. 
Objection. But perhaps ſome will ſay, How can I love thoſe that 
J. fee, diſorderly. end. er h ðᷣ „ 
An ſwer. A wiſe Objection indeed! canſt thou love none but 
thoſe that are in all Things Orthodox and of Then thou 
muſt love thy Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Mini- 
ſter, yea, or thine own ſelf no more, for all on this Side Heaven 
have their Miſtakes, and are guilty of their Irregularities. Ve nom 
but in part, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13. 9. And in many things we 
offend all, James 3. 2. But hark Chriſtian what are thoſe Errors 
and Irregularities that hinder.thy loving of thy Fellow Chri- 
ſtian? Doth he deny the Be OS Church, that one Body? 


Doth 


. 18 | | 
Doth he deny the Holy Ghoſt, that one Spirit? Doth ke diſown- 
the Belief. of the Heavenly Glory, that one Hope of our Calling? 
Or doth he deny the One Lord Jeſus, the one Faith; Baptiſm, or 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and thro' all, and in us 
all? Perhaps thou wilt ſay, No, no, he is not gone fo far as that 
comes to, he owns all theſe. Does he? then (to ſpeak-a ſoft Word) 
thou art a fooliſh: Wretch, if thou.canſt not love him becauſe he - 
thinks and ſpeaks ſomewhat differingly from thee, about the Cir- - 
cumſtantials of Religion But thou ſay'ſt he is diforderly —— 
what meaneſt-thou?-Is he Prophane, Intemperate, Unjuſt, or Un- 
mercital ?2-It may be thou wilt ſay, No, I can lay none of this to 
his Charge; as to the main he ſeems to live a Sober, Righteous, 
and a Godly Life, but he is not of my Mind and Way in the Wor⸗ 
ſnhip of God, he was not admitted to the Lord's Supper as I was, 
he ſays not his Prayers as I do mine, he comes not to the ſame 
Place of Worſhip that I do 0? 

And is this the Reaſon why thou canſt not love him? Let me 
tell thee freely, whoever thou art, thou haſt great Reaſon to que- 
ſtion whether thou thy ſelf loveſt God or no, and for thy Reaſon 
why: thou canſt not ſo heartily love thy Fellow Chriſtian; thou 
wouldſt have. given as good an one if thou hadſt ſaid the Reaſon 
was-becauſe he hath a Mole in his Face, a Spot upon his Coat, or 
another faſhion'd Ribbon in his Hat than thou haſt; for theſe are 
as ſolid Reaſons: why thou ſhouldſt not heartily love ſuch as T 
- Kavedeſcribed, as the others age. 
2. Hence learn, Uniformity in Worſhip is not neceſſary to the 
HFouriſhing of Chriſtianity in the World. The Kingdom of God 
may be in a proſperous and flouriſhing Condition, tho' all do 
not: Worſhip in the fame Manner, or with the ſame Ceremonies- 
exactly: Becauſe the Kingdom of God conſiſtet h not in ſuch little 
Things. That there be Unity amongſt Chriſtians is neceſſary, they 
muſt be united in the ſame Object of Worship the ever-Bleſſed 
and Glorious in the ſame Mediator the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


in the ſame Guldeand Director in Worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the ſame Rule of Worſhip,(as to the Subſtance of Worſhip at leaſt). 
the Holy Scriptures; in the ſame End of Worſhip, the Glory of 
God in their Eternal Salvation. But that there ſhould be amongſt 
the ſeveral-Aſſemblies of Worſhippers an exact Uniformity as to 
z1.the Modes and Circumſtances of Worſhip, this is (I _ __ 
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poſſible, but I am fare) not neceſſary to the flouriſhing of Chriſtia- 


-nity ; for the Kingdom of God is not Circumſtance or Ceremony. 


But alas! how do Perſons of all Denominations (ſome at leaſt) 


talk as if they thought the quite contrary ; the High-Flyers of all 


Denominations talk and act as if they thought the Kingdom of God 


was nothing elſe but Circumſtance and Ceremony. Ask the rigid 


Church - man's Opinion, and he'll tell you tw ill never be good Days 


till all come to worſhip God Almighty with the laudable Ceremonies 
of the Church of England; he'll tell you that there are no true Mini- 


ſters but thoſe that have Epiſcopal Ordination, no true Sacraments 


but what are Adminiſtred by ſuch Miniſters, ino true Churches where 


there are not true Sacraments, no Salvation out of the true Church: 
That is, in a Word, that there are no true Churches or Chriſtians 
that are in a State of Salvation, but thoſe of his Way; and thus 


the Diſſenters are all mercileſly heaved over the Pale of the Church, 


and left with meer Pagans to the uncovenanted Mercy of God. 


Theſe Men make the Kingdom of God to be Ceremony and Cir- 


cumſtance. with a Witneſs, in as much as they will not vouchſafe 
to reckon thoſe amongſt Chriſtians, that want but the ſuppoſed 
Compliment, or finiſhing of the Impoſition of the Hands of a Dio- 
ceſan Biſhop on their Miniſters at their Ordination, tho” all other 


Requiſites be found amongſt them. Well, are there none of the 


Diſſenters as Fooliſh in their Way? Yes verily, there are an 


them ſome as ignorant and Uncharitable as their Canonical Neig 


bours: This wild Fancy walks ſometimes in a Cloak as well as 2 
Gown and Caſſoek; ſome there are that think it can never be as it 
ſhould be with the Kingdom of God, till all Ceremonies but their 
own (for'tis impoſſible to worſhip God with external Worſhip, with- 
out ſome Ceremony or other) be laid afide ; they have ſuch extrava- 
gant Conceits about the Ceremonies uſed by the Church of England, 


that they be ready to conclude that the Salvation of ſuch as uſe 


them, is almoſt as impoſſible as tis for a Camel to go thro the Eye 


of a Needle. When they think fit to ſpeak of a Church-man, in 


+ 
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Truth is, there is ſuch a dictating, domineering Spirit in Men of 


whom perhaps there's ſome good Thing that they cannot but 


ſee, they ſpeak of it with a But. But he is a Church- man, But 
he is for the Liturgy ; as if his not being a Diſſenter, or not Wor- 
ſhipping God juſt in ſuch a Way and Manner as they, did mar all 
the Good that was in him, and make it to be nothing. The 
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all Sorts, that every conceited Man would be a Teacher and Ru- 
ler to all the reſt. The conceited Epiſcopal Man would have all 
the Nation follow: his Faſhion, and bow down to his Idol (I mean, 
his exceſſively. valued Ceremonies) ; the proud Presbyterian would 
have all obſerve his Directory; and the proud Independent would 
have all take his Covenant, and conform to his Cuſtoms and 
Uſages; and if theſe cannot have their Wills, (and God forbid: 
that any* of them ſhould) they utter their Complaints; and vent 
their Predictions, as if for Want hereof all the Storms were raiſ- 
ed that have ſo long threatned the ſinking of the Church. Where 
as the wiſe, and humble, and peaceable among all Sorts: conſider, 
that. ſeeing. the Kingdom of God conſiſteth not in Ceremony or: 
Circumſtance of External Worſhip; a Variety and Diverſity here- 
in may well be allow'd unto Perſons of different Sentiments and 
Apprehenſions, without any Damage done to the Glory of the 
Divine Government. And that this was the Apoſtle's Mind is ma- 
nifeſt from this, that when he confiders the Difference. between 
the Jem and Gemile, about the Obſervation of Holidays, he doth 
not command one to conform his Opinion and Practice to the 
others, but adviſeth each to act according to his own Perſwaſion 
therein, at the ſame Time maintaining a Charitable Frame of Spi- 
rit towards his differing Neighbour, Rom. 14. 5. If he had thought 
that an exact Uniformity in the Externals of Worſhip had been 
neceſſary, he would not have given ſuch Advice as he there gives, 
no, he would have Dogmatically determined which was in the 
Right, and. Authoritatively commanded the other to conform to 


Im. \ 
Third Ivference. -. Re | ay 

A farther Union amongft Proteſtants is very deſirable, ſeeing 
theſe ſmaller Matters that I have been diſcourſing of, are of ſuch 
a Nature, that a Man may be under the ſaving Influence of the 
Spirit of Holineſs, and a good Subject to the King of Heaven, 
which Way ſoever he acts with reſpect to them. Tis Ten Thou- 
fand Pities that a Difference in Opinion and Practice herein ſhould 
cauſe ſuch Diſtances and Withdrawings one from another, as it 
doth. I acknowledge there is great Cauſe of Thankſgiving to God, 
that there is ſuch an Union in Dofrinals amongſt us as there is, 
and I account the Governments calling Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- 
aiſters to ſubſcribe the Articles of the Church of. Exgland a "oY *Y 
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good Providence, as their Orthodoxy, in Matters of Faith, is 
thereby manifeſted to all the World. But that this is all the Uni- 
on that is to be wiſhed, no Perſon of Underſtanding and Honeſty 


will dare to affirm. It were to be wiſhed, that what is ſinfullß/ 


impoſed on one Side might be dropped, and what is needleſly 
ſcrupled at on the other Side, might be for Peace Sake com- 
lied with, that the Names of Church-men and Diffenters, Freſ- 
yterian and Independent might be happily loſt in an honeſt and 
beneficial Union, that our Name may be one, our Hearts as one, 
and our Way one, to the painful Envy and Grief of Hell and 
Rome. I do unfeignedly lament the Spirit of Faction and Par- 
tyiſm that 1 ſee amongſt Diſſenters, as well as Church men. 
Biggotry is not the Sin of any particular Party. What a diſmaf 
Thing is it, that when our Holy Bible tells us plainly, that the 
Kingdom of God is not promoted by theſe little Things, we 
ſhould ſtand aloof from one another upon Account of them, as 
if we were afraid of being infected with Mortal Difeaſe! Seeing a 
Man's Acceptance with God depends not upon his uſing this Way 
of Worſhip or that, why ſhould we #oraly ſeparate from thoſe 
who Worſhip with ſome little Irregularities, as if they were Wor- 
ſhippers of a falſe. God? Or why ſhould they totally deny their 
Preſence at our Aſſemblies, becauſe of the Abſence of thoſe Ce- 
. Temonies that they themſelves: acknowledge to be indifferent? 
Let us pray, that where Perfons are otherwiſe minded about tile 
Worſhip of God than the Word of God directs, God would 
reveal it to them, as it is expreſſed, Phil. 3. 15. that the do- 
mineering impoſing Humour on one Hand, and the needleſs hurt- 
ful Scrupuloſity on the other being laid aſide, we may all walk 
together in Love, becoming the Goſpel of Love and Peace. 
Tou that deſire the Peace of Jeruſalem pray for this, pray hear. 
tily, pray without ceaſing; you ſhall «proſper that thus love the 
Church of God, P/. 122. 6. N 
Fourth Inference. 8 
Tis no Sin for a Chriſtian in ſome Caſes to conceal his Opi-. 
nion as to theſe leſſer Matters. Yea, tis a plain Duty in ſome 
Caſes. Ron. 14. 22. Haſt thou Faith, have it to thy ſelf before 
God. i. e. Haſt thou more Knowledge than he, to believe 
© thoſe Things to be lawful, which he jadgeth to be Sin, keep. 
„thy Knowledge and Belicf 40 thy ſelf, 40 juſtiſie thy Judg- 
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* ment to Gd, but uſe it not to the Hurt of others. [Mr. 
Barter] This Text ſeems primarily to direct the ſtrong Chri- 
ſtian who hath more Knowledge of his Chriſtian Liberty than 
his Brother, and can without Scruple do thoſe Things which the 
weaker Chriſtian ſticks at; and the Duty enjoined ſeems to be 
this, that ſuch an one ſhould not needleſly divulge his Opinion, 
nor uſe his Liberty to the Scandalizing of his Brother. It is al- 
ſo of Uſe to direct the weak ſcrupulous Chriſtian, who tho' he 
'Hath a ſtrong Perſwaſion, that ſuch or ſuch a Thing would be 
Sin to him, yet ſhould not needlefly divulge his Scruples, when 
he is not call'd to do what he ſcrupleth; and when the menti- 
- oning of his Scruples might diſturb bis Brother's Quiet; who can 
do that Thing without wronging his Conſcience, or [ it may be] 
' offending of God, the Thing being indifferent, and ſo Jawfal 
to be done or not done, according as a Man is perſwaded in his 
Conſcience. And thus the Apoſtle ſeems to mean by that in the 
*5th Verſe, Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his own Mind. g. d. 
With reſpe& to theſe diſputed Matters, let every Man act accord- 
ing to the Light he hath received, but not be forward to ſpread his 
-Opinion for the difturbing and troubling ofothers, ſeeing the Glory 
of God is not promoted by our contending about theſe lefler Mat- 
-ters; ſeeing the Kingdom of Chriſt is not furthered, nor the Souls of 
Men advantaged by gaining Men to our Opinions about them. Let 
it ſuffice us that we have the Liberty of our own Thoughts and 
Actions, and not inſiſt upon them when we have far greater and 
more uſeful Things to talk of, and preſs upon one another 
wherein we are all agreed. Wherefore when a Man [that hath 
no manifeſt Call to declare his Judgment about theſe ſmaller 
Matters] ſhall purpoſely: for Peace Sake refuſe the diſtinguiſhing 
Name of { ſuppoſe} Presbyterian or Independent, and ſhall rather 
chuſe to be called a Chriſtian, a Proteſtant, or an united Brother, 
he is not I think to be looked upon and condemned as an Hy- 
pocrite, luke warm Laodicean, or Linſie-woolſie Chriſtian, Nor 
will any Perſon ſo judge ſuch, but thoſe whoſe Opinion 1s (as 
one ſaid) more than their Religion, and who delight in the ſup- 


poſed Honour but real Shame] of being the Heads of Schiſmati- 
cal Parties. . 23 


Second Uſe of Reprebenſion, 8 3 : N 
And here theſe ſeycral Sorts following are to be reprov'd, ſc. 
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l = Tranviedt Chireh Tompoſers. 


2. 


atiour Preachers. 
3. Schiſmatical Dividers. 
4. Proud Contemmers. 

3. Uncharitable 'Fndgers. | 
6. Hypoeritical Triflers. 
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1. Tyrannital Church Impoſers. I mean here all ſuch pretended” 
or real Church-Officers as make Conformity to their Opinions 
and Practices about theſe leſſer Matters, the indiſpenſible Con- 
dition of Communion with them. I call ſuch Tyrannical Im- 
poſers, becauſe they act herein Arbitrarily without the Divine 
Warrant, and hereby Lord it over God's Heritage. This Spirit 
is too viſible in the World at this Day ; ſome deny Publick Bap- - 
tiſm to Children, if their Parents will not conſent to have them 
figned with the Sign of the Croſs, or if they themſelves will en- 
gage for their Children, and refuſe to find Sureties (or God-- 
fathers and God-mothers) for them; tho neither of theſe be com- 
manded in the Word, and both be look d on as unlawful and 
ſinful by thoſe who offer their Children to be Baptiz d. They 
refuſe to give the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to Perſons 
(in the Judgment of ſtricteſt Charity, Penitent Believers co 
tently inſtructed) except they will receive it kneeling ; tho? Chriſt - 
or his Apoſtles. never ſo adminiſtred it, and tho the Perſons 
that would join with them think it would be Sin in them ſo to 
receive it. Others will not admit Perſons to their Communion, 
unleſs they will ſubmit to be examined by Officers that are nei- 
ther Preachers of the Word, nor Diſpenſers of the Sacraments ;.. 
tho*. the Divine Right of that Office be controverted by the 
Learned, and the-Perſons refuſing to be ſo examined verily think 
it is not an Ordinance of Chriſt, Others will not admit Per- 
ſons to their Communion, except they will (beſides their de- 
claring their Knowledge of the Doctrine of Chriſtian Religion, 
and profeſſing their Belief of it, and Purpoſes of living in all” 
Things ſuitable to it) be obliged to give an Account of their 
Experiences to the Society, of the Heads of them, that they mays - 
judge not only of their Knowledge, but alſo of the Sincerity 
and Truth of their Profeſſion, at leaſt of the Credibilty of the 
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Appearances of their Sincerity and Truth. Others will have no 
Communion at the Lord's Table with thoſe that have been Bap- 
1 tized in their Infancy, unleſs they will renounce their Baptiſm, 
| by being Baptized again. All theſe are to 'be blamed. Now 
I do not at this Time blame one Party or other, for acting 
themſelves according as they are reſpectively perſwaded, nor 
for admitting others to do the like that are of the ſame Mind 
with them, and are Volunteers in what they do. But that which 
is juſtly reprovable, and which my Text and Doctrine directs me 
to reprove, is Perſons looking upon thoſe that are otherwiſe 
minded, and dealing with them as if they were meer impenitent 
Pagans, denying. to them the Means of Salvation; as if theſe 
Things were of the Subſtance of Religion, and a Man could not 
i be a good Chriſtian, unleſs he was as to theſe Things altoge- 
g ther of their Mind. This is but too like the hateful Cruelty of 
the Athenian Robber, the Condition of lodging with whom was, 
to be made juſt the Length of his Bed, by disjointing ſtretch- 
ing if too ſhort, or by diſmembring chopping off if too long. 
Away with this Church Tyranny, with this intrenching upon 
| Chriſt's Prerogative, and let's be content with ſuch Conditions of 
| Church Fellowſhip, as he in Wiſdom and Goodneſs hath ap- 
pointed. Certainly, - what I am ſpeaking againſt, is a wicked 
| Lording it over the Conſciences of Chriſt's Diſciples where-ever 
tis, whether in 2 Pariſh-Church or ſeparate - Meeting, and tis 
directly contrary: to that Precept, Rom. 14. 1. Him that is weak. 
in the Faith receive ye, but not to doubtful Diſput ation. 
2. A Second Sort to be reproved are, Factious Preachers. Such 
T mean whoſe Buſineſs it is to commend themſelves and Party, 
| meaſuring themſelves by\ themſelves, and comparing themſelves amongſt 
| themſelves, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 10. 12. Such Miniſters . 
I (by what Names or Titles ſbever dignified or diſtinguiſhed) * 
| as under Pretence of Orthodoxy, Order, or Decency, employ 
| their Wit, and ſpend their Time and Vigor in juſtifying, com- 
mending, and magnifying the Expreſſions and Phraſes, Habits, 
Geſtures and Modes uſed: by themſelves and Party; villifying 
aud nullifying the Ways and Manners: of thoſe that differ from 
them. O the Sin and Folly of ſuch a Courſe! It cannot poſ- 
P ſibly be the Effect of a better Cauſe than baſe Selfiſhneſs, Envy, 
or Ignorance, | How abſurd and fooliſh doth this appear, when 
| & IE So 
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we conſider the Relation that Miniſters ſtand in to the People. 
They are Ambaſſadors from God unto Men in Chriſt's Stead, 
to perſwade them to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5. 20. Their 
Buſineſs is by all proper Arguments to perſwade Men to take off 
their Hearts from this World (whoſe Friendſhip is Enmity againſt 
God, James 4. 4.) and ſet them upon God as their chief Good 
and only Happineſs; in Order hereunto they ſhould with the 
beſt: of their Skill diſplay before Men the attracttve amiable 
 Excellencies of God, as diſcover'd by the Works of Creation, 
common Providence and Redemption, and diſgrace the Warld 2s 
a Competitor and Rival with God, by ſhewing its Unſuitable- 
neſs, Uncertainty, and Inſufficiency, ec. Now what Madneſs 
is it, inſtead hereof, to be continually or frequently harping up- 
on the Decency, Comlineſs, or Uſefulneſs of ſuch and ſuch Ce- 
remonies, and the Excellency of ſuch Churches as make Uſe of 
them ?— How abſurd is it to be continually or frequently indu- 
ſtriouſly crying of them down, and applauding ſuch Churches 
as uſe them not, to be defending, juſtifying and preſſing ſach 
or ſuch particular Modes of expreſſing the Doctrines of Chriſtian 
Religion.; and thereby, at feaſt tacitly, condemning and diſgrac- 
ing others, that, it may be, are altogether as Orthodox, neither 
being in Terms the Expreſſions of Holy Scripture? Tis indeed 
a deplorable Caſe, that the Ambaſſadors of the King of Heaven 
mould ſo much miſtake the Deſign of their Negotiation. If the 
King · of England ſhould ſend an Ambaſſador to treat with his 
Enemies (his revolted Subjects) and proffer them their Lives in 
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Caſe they will return to their Allegiance, confeſs with Shame and 


Remorſe their Rebellion, would it not be abominable trifling in 
the Ambaſſador, if he ſhould ſpend his Time chiefly in inſtructing 
them what Cloaths they- ſhould wear, and what Geſtures they 
_ ſhould keep when they come into the King's Preſence > The Ap- 
plüication is eafte. — 4 
3. Schiſmatical Dividers are to be reprov'd. Such in Chriſtian 
Societies, I mean, who, if they cannot have their Wills as to 
little Trifles, ſtick not at renting and tearing all to Pieces, b 
faulting the Minilter's Methods, and prejudicing the Churc 


ga gainſt him. There are a Sort of Men in the World, who, tho 


they have hardly Senſe enough to apprehend the plaineſt Preach- 
ing, are yet ſo conceited and Pn, as to think am 
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lied to be, at leaſt, Sides-Men with their Miniſter in all his 

Acts of Rule and Government, if not wiſe enough to go before 

and lead him. Theſe, if every thing be not done in the Church 

according to their Capricio and Humour, if the Miniſter do not 
| Preach ſuch a particular Doctrine as they think will be moſt edi» 
| tying, and in ſuch Words and Phraſes as they think. moſt ſoundz 
| If he proceed not in the Government of the Church according 
| to their Model, and take them not with him to judge of his 

| | Adminiſtrations z they will never leave working like Moles, till 

they have undermined him. Tho' they cannot charge their Mi- 

1 niſter with Preaching or Ruling contrary to the Word of God, 
yet if he do not theſe Things juſt as they have ſeen and heard 
them done in ſome other Churches, which they are pleaſed to 
pronounce the moſt Pure; if all be not done according to the 
Dictates of ſuch or ſuch a Miniſter, whofe Perſon they have in 
Admiration, they will withdraw themſelves from the Commu- 

nion, buz about their Diſcontents, till they have bred - ſuch a 
Schifm, as exceeds the Miniſter's Skill to«unite and heal. I dare 
not ſay that all ſuch are of their Father the Devil, but I will 
boldly affirm, that his Works they do, and that they are herein 
end ſo far Peſts and Plagues to Chriſtian Societies. And tis my 
ſerious Thought, that if God in Mercy doth not by ſome ſpeedy = 
unexpected Providence prevent it, this Sort of Men will ruin our 
Liberty, and bring us into miſerable Confuſon. Friends, if yatt 
call this Railing, I cannot help it, but this ſhall fupport me, 
that God hath commanded me to mark them which cauſe Divi- 

ſions, Rom. 16. 17. and that if I uprightly do my Duty, God 
will at laſt acquit me, tho Men for the preſent condemn me 
God will for Chriſt's Sake ſnew me his reconciled Face, tho Men 
(my Acquaintance and Friends) turn their Backs upon me, and 
will not vouchſafe to hear me, I ſay to you as the Apoſtle in 
another Caſe, 2 Cor. 11. 1. Would to God you could bear with me 
4 little, and indeed bear with me. I have no Delight in offending 

any Body, be ſare. not in troubling thoſe whom I have found 
Comforters of me, and from whom I might -potftbly yet expect 
further Comfort: I know Diſcourſes of this Nature are not plea- 
ſant to either the Guilty or Innocent, and you may aſſure your 
ſelves I have as little Pleaſure in ſpeaking them, as you have in 

hearing them. But I ſay as David to Eliab, 1 Sam. 17. 29. 22. 
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there not 4 'Canſe 2 Is not this that I am ſpeaking againſt a Sin? 

And hath it not done Miſchief theſe many Years in this Nation, 
and particularly in this Place? Doth. not this dividing Spirit na- 
turally lead to the levelling the Miniſtry with the Fcople, and 
deſtroying the neceſſary Diſtinction of Teachers and Learners, 
Rulers:and ruled in Churches? And is not this the Way, the 
High-Way, to Chriſtianity-ruining Quakeriſm, and ,Fanaticiſm? 
And am not I a Watch-man, and ſhall, not a Watchman ſpeak 
when he ſeeth Evil approaching? You will cut a Dogs Throat 
that will not open when he ſhould, and the Spirit of God com- 
pares cowardly ſilent Miniſters (that tell not the People of their 
Sin and Danger) to dumb Dogs that cannot bark; and what the 
Lot of a People is like to be, that have ſuch Miniſters, you may 


ſee, Iſa. 56. 9, 10. 4 the. Beaſts of the Field come to devour, ges 
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all the Beaſts in the Foreſt, c. 
43ᷓ. Proud Contemmers are to be reproved. Such, I mean, whe 
having Knowledge and a greater Latitude than others, do there- 
fore deſpiſe and contemn their Chriſtian Brethren, that, having 
leſs Knowledge, make more Scruples than they. This was the 
Fault of the converted Gentile in the Apoſtle's, Time, and this is 
(without Rancour I ſpeak it) the Fault of the more know- 
ing (if more knowing) and Jeſs ſcrupulous Church-man at this 
Day. There was in the Apoſtle's Day a Diſpute between the 
converted Jews and Gentiles about the Lawfulneſs of eating ſuch 

and ſych Meats, and the Neceſſity of keeping ſuefi and ſuck 
Moſaick Holy-days or Feſtivals, the converted Jem thought that 

the Coming of the. Meſſiah was to eſtabliſn the Jewiſb Polity. and 


Meſaick Inſtitution; therefore, tho? he believed in Chriſt, yet | 


he, durſt not but obſerve the Ceremonial Law. Wherefore he 
conſcientiouſly, kept the Jewiſo.Feaſts-enjoyn'd by that Law, and 
forbore thoſe Meats: that were by that Law pronounced unclean, 
The Converted. Gentile being better informed, togk no Notice 
of the Precepts or Prohibitions of that Law, but eat any Meats, 
and took no Notice of thoſe Feaſts, Rom. 14. 2, 5. This Diver- 
ſity of Opinion and Practice in theſe Two Parties of Chriſtians, 
occaſioned a. ſinful Piſtemper of Mind in both, one againſt ano- 
ths end of Mind that the converted Gentile ſinfully 
* 


ther; | | 
harbou againſt his Brother was proud Contempt, as we learn 


by the Apoſtle's Prohibition, Ver. 3. Let not him that eateth, pie 
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him that eateth not. By this it appears, that he did deſpiſe him; 
he looked upon him as a ſcrupulous humourſome Fool. Brethren, 


we have a like Caſe in this our Day. Some there are that think 


we be under the Goſpel tied up to all the Circumſtances of Wor- 
fhip, as ſtrictly as the Jews were heretofore under the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Moſes, and that nothing is to be admitted in or about 
the Worſhip of God, but what is commanded in Scripture, — 
There are others who think that we are not ſo ſtrictly tied up un- 
der the Goſpel, but that if the Direction of Scripture be obſerv'd, 
as to the Obſect of Worſhip, the recommending Mediator, and the 
aſſiſting Spirit; if God the Father, Son and Spirit be Worſhipped, 
and we preſent our Adorations by the Lord Jeſus, in the Strength 
and Vertue of the Holy Spirit; if the Doctrine preach'd be accord- 
ing to the Analogy of Faith, our Prayers ſuitable to the Dire 
Rory for Prayer commonly called the Lord's Prayer; if we uſe 
no Sacraments but ſuch as Chriſt hath appointed; and all be done 
in Sincerity and Truth, Decency and Order unto Edification ; 
they think their Worſhip nevertheleſs acceptable to God; if in it 
they obſerve ſome Ceremonies of Man's appointing: This is the 
profeſs'd Judgment of the Church of England; for theſe are her 
Words, ſc. We think it convenient, that every Country ſhould uſe 
© ſuch Ceremonies as they ſhall think beſt to the ſetting forth of God's 
*. Honour, and Glory.— enen, 
T undertake not to determine at this Time which is in the Riglit 
Here, but this I ſay, thoſe Church- men are to blame that do de- 
ſpike and vilifle thoſe who differ from them. Tis their Sin, if 
they ok upon and treat a Perſon as an ignorant humourſome 
Fool, meerly becauſe he ſtruples thoſe Things that they can diſ- 
penſe with Tv the Worſhip of God. Tis uncharitable and un- 
chriſtian for ſuch to overlook the Subſtantial Piety, and ſerious 
Godlineſs that may be in ſuch, meerly becauſe they have not the 
Compliment and Finiſhing of ſuppoſed Orthodoxneſs, in the Buſi- 
nefs of Circumſtance and Ceremony, of which even the Church 
of England her ſelf ſaith; That the keeping or omitting of a Ceremons 
& in is ſelf bus a ſmall Thing. When a- Church-man therefore ſhall 
in fcornful Pride look awry upon an humble, peaceable, pious, 
juſt, charitable. Chriſtian, meerly becauſe he is a Diſſenter from 
his Ceremonies, he fins againſt the Law of Chriſt, and walks un- 
Kwitably ta the Principles of his own Chur cg. | 
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3. Uncharitable Judgers are to be reprov'd. Such, I mean, as 
allow themſelves to condemn Perſons as Graceleſs and Prophane, 
upon Account of their uſing ſuch Liberty as they ſcruple. This 
was the Fault of the Converted Jew, as we learn by the Words 
of the Apoſtle, Let not him that eateth not, judge him that eateth; 
And this (to fpeak impartially) is the Fault of the Cenſorious 
- Diſſenter. As the Fews heretofore condemned the Gentile, as a 
prophane wicked Perſon for his eating of Meats forbidden by the 
Ceremonial Law; ſo ſome Diſſenters (thanks be to God tis but 
ſome) are ready to condemn thoſe of the Church of England as 
Prophane and Gracelefs, upon Account of their Us of the 
Church Forms and Liturgy, Thoſe of them that are not. viſibly. ' 
Prophane and Irreligious, they cenſure them as meer Formaliſts;. 
the beſt they can think of them is, that they are ſober moral Per-- 
_  fons, which by the Way a meer Pagan may be. 
I it be ſaid that they are confciencious and ſerious in their 
Way, that they are frequent at their Devotions. O ſay theſe 
Pragmatical Cenſurers, tis well if they don't reft in their Du. 
ties, thereby-intimating that they fear they do. If their Cha- 
rity be mentioned, O ſay theſe, it may be they think to Merit by 
their Alms ; Are not the Papiſts charitable? Thus they audaci- 
ouſly ſtep into God's Throne, judging Mens Hearts, with which: 
they have nothing to do. * : | 
- Brethren, I tell you faithfully, this is an evit and wicked Thing, 
tis againſt the plain Word of God, which ſaith,” Jadge nor, that 
Je be not judged, Mat. 7. 1. Let us not judge one another any. more, 
Rom. 14. 13. Fis a Sin againſt the Doctrine of my Text: For 
if the Kingdom of God conſiſteth. not in theſe fmaller Matters, 
Perſons of different, yea contrary Opinions and Peſwaſions about 
them, may both (as you have already heard) be the gogd and ac- 
x .  ceptable Subjects of the Lord Redeemer. Wherefore tis a very 
unrighteous Thing to condemn a Man as a diſſoyal Subject of the 
Lord Jeſus for that which will not; cannot poſſibly prove him to 
be ſo, let all be ſaid againſt it which the Nature of the Thing will 
admit. Indeed, ſuch a Spirit is ſo very contrary to the Drift and 
main Deſign of the Goſpel, that E have as little Charity for ſuch as 
for any Sort of Men whatſoever, that pretend to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. Let but Two Texts be conſidered and compared together, 
And it will be, I think, an hard Matter g make it: out, ha _w_ 
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' «cenſorious Perſons can be truly good, or (which is the ſame) real 
Chriſtians : The Texts are, 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2. Though I ſpeak with 
#he Tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity, I am become 
4 ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal : And thongli ] haue the Gife 

' of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Knomledge; and 
' #honeh I have all Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains, aud have - 
\ ' wo Charity, I AM NOTHING. Now compare Ver. 5, 7. where 
"tis ſaid of this Charity among other Things, that i #hinketh no 
evil, but hopeth all things. „33 N 
0 By this Text I am ſtrongly inclined to think, that cenſorious 
Perſons (thoſe that are habitnally and prevalently ſo) do really 
Wyant that Charity which is eſſential to Chriſtianity, and ſo in the 
midſt of their ſpecious Appearances and high Pretenſions are No- 
-#hing. Wherefore methinks Perſons ſhould be afraid of being 
| guilty of a Sin that brings ſuch a Spot as ſeems not to be the Spot 
of God's. Children. (To uſe the Words, Dex#. 32.5.) _ 
6. Hypocritical Triflers are to be reproved. Such, I mean, as 
ſatisſie themſelves with adhering to the little Things of Opinion, 
with the Soul-ruining Neglect of the Life of Practical Godlineſs. 
And whoſe Fault is this? Perhaps you'll ſay, Alas Friends! this is 
the Fault of moſt amongſt all Parties, this impertinent Devil 
' Hannts Church and Meeting-Houſe too. By him ſome are perſwad- 
cd to think well of themſelves, if they keep their Church, ſay 
their Prayers Sundays and Holy-days, receive the Sacrament accord- 
ing to the Church of England, and never go to Meetings. Others 
think they muſt needs go to Heaveh if they be zealous Diſſenters, 
and never hear the Common Prayer; if they join with the ſtrict- 
eſt Sort, and but get to be Church-Members, and zealouſly cry 
down all that differ from them; they think they be as ſafe from 
the Danger of Damnation, as thoſe in Noahs Ark were from the 
Danger of Periſhing by tke Flood. Thus do ſome of both 
Sides dream, tho' they be Ignorant, Earthly, Senſual, Impenitent, 
Proud, Wrathful, and unto every good Work Reprobate. 
Fooliſh Wretches, how do they mock their God, and cheat their 
* own Souls! How hateful is their Hy pocriſie! They ſtrive for a Ce- 
- remony, and negle& the Subſtance of Religion; they ſcruple a 
Ceremony, and yet live in the Commiſſion of groſs Sins. One he 
is for Decency and Order, but neglects Sincerity and Truth. Ano- 
ther he is Tooth and Nail againſt Superſtition and man,, 
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"TR 
and the ſame Time indulgeth himſelf in the more hateful and 
miſchievous Sin of Diſſimulation and Hypocriſie. Poor Souls F 
what will their Opinions avail them in the Day of their Account, 
when their Hypocrifie ſhall be detected and laid open, and they 
shall by the Sword of juſtice be cut in ſunder, and have their Por- 
© tion with their Fellow Abreruß $ in Hell! As high as their Con- 
4 1 are built, tis certain they mut (it they Tepent not) falt 
8 into the bottomleſs Pit, where their Worm dieth not, and the Fire 
is not quenched; where there is (Eternally) weeping, and wail- 


£ Ws 


1 
& *. E 


. = 


5 To poor weak W that are wah to ſtumble, and be turn- -* 


ed out of the Way upon Account of the many and various Opi- 
nions that there are amongſt Chriſtians at this Day. Be you aſſu- 
27% that you may pleaſe. God, gain his Favours and Bleſſing on 
Earth, glorific him before Men, be. happy in your Death, and be 
| erally glorified with him in Heaven hereafter, of which arty 
of theſe differing Chriſtians ſoeyer you be. Always provided Bar 
Act according to your Light, and fincerely live thote grand Du- 

ties which none diſpute or queſtion. That is to 8 if you give 
up your ſelves to God as to your chief Good, and laſt Eud, to 
love-and ferve him before all, if you accept the Lord Jeſus for 
your All- ſuffieient Saviour, and obey and truſt him, if you walk 
after the Spirit ſpeaking in and by the Scriptures, endeayouring to 
die unto the World to Cracify the Fleſh and reſiſt the Devil: If 
you live a; Sober, Righteous, and Godly Life, loving God wit! 


all your Heart, and your Neighbour as your ſelves, and if you 


rlevere herein unto the End, depending upon the Merits and 
12 — of Chriſt, for your Pardon and Acceptance, ou ſhall 
be Saved, which Party, of Proteſtants ſoever you ſide with; or, 
9 if you never trouble 'your:felves with the Diſputes or Conteſts 
"" 1 them. Your be of one Opinion or other as to theſe 
an Matters, cannot poſſibly. hinder your Eternal Salvation at 
laſt, or your comfortable Walking with God here, ſo you conſci- 
entiouſy mind the Subſtance of Religion, wherein all are agreed. 


For tis a certain en 0 pray AAR to remember 8 That no one 
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Party of Proteſtants is ſoin the Right as to Chriſtian Religion, that 


the other be damningly wrong for the Controverſy amongſt them 


is not about thoſe Things cha are Necetlary- tod Salvation, 


in theſe they are All agreed. Wherstdte tis unde ubtedlyzoer-- * 
"tain; that a Church-Man may. be an Holy Man, guck begSaved, _ 
A Diſſenter, of one Sort or angther (whether Presbytéflan, I 
pendent, or Anabaptiſt) may be an Holy Man, and be Saved. 

Tea, they will be ſuch infollibly if they live the Religion they 


profeſs, doubt not, but that Heaven is peopled with all the 8 


ctho' there they be of one Mind.) Were fore the Queſtion is not, 


Which is the Way to Heaven, by Churcli or by Meeting? If it wats 


J would boldly ſay, either is the 4 but the Queſtion is, 
Which is the neareſt, neateſt, ſtrei ohteſt Way 2 And here III N 


every one to judge for himſelf. Ou for a Concluſion. 1 


exhort you (having given up your ſelves to God: by Chriſt as atote- Fa 


ſaid) to put your ſelves under the Paſtoral Care of ſuch a Miniſtry, 

as in your moſt deliberate Judgment you think beſt qualify'd be 
Miniſterial Gifts and Graces, and molt Faithful in the Uſe of 
them for the Good of Souls, and ſuch as you have found by real 


and undoubted Experience to be moſt uſeful to you, And When 


you have, made your Choice, remember your Duty, and i in Humi- 
lity, Meckneſs and Patience, learn of them, as of your Spiritual 
Guides, and ſubmit your ſelves to them as to your Spiritual 
Rulers under Chriſt, according to the Word; and you will find 


the Bleſſing from Heaven delſcending upon. your Souls in ſuch a 
Manner as will abungantly ſatisfie you, that you are going to 


Heaven, whither you hear in a Church or Meeting: Houſe. For 


the Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 1 3 and 
FO, and Foy in the Holy IF 
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